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Curriculum Intent

Our curriculum intent for this topic is to help children explore and understand contrasting environments through rich, meaningful and story-based learning. By using Lost and Found and The
Snail and the Whale, children are introduced to ideas of journeys, friendship, caring for others and discovering new places. Through a focus on penguins and parrots, children learn how animals
live in different climates, what they need to survive, and how their habitats shape their behaviour and appearance.

The topic aims to build children’s early scientific understanding of hot and cold, melting and freezing, and the natural world. It supports vocabulary development, curiosity, creativity and
emotional literacy. Children will compare environments such as the polar regions, oceans and rainforests, developing awareness of the wider world and the diversity of God’s creation. Through
sensory exploration, imaginative play and hands-on investigation, children will deepen their understanding of climate, animals and habitats while strengthening communication, social skills

and early problem-solving.
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